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that hostilities should be continued, for as Eugene
Guglia points out, her intense anxiety earlier in the
war had given way to a state of mind bordering on
apathy. " Actually she was completely resigned during
the last years of the War," he says, " and though she
continued to encourage and urge her generals to act
more quickly, she did so more from a sense of duty than
from a belief in the possibility of her ultimate success.'*
The death of George II. in 1760 caused many states-
men in Europe to press more insistently for peace. For
his grandson, George III., had been born and brought
up in England, and he was not particularly concerned
with his Hanoverian Electorate. A contemporary
historian records with pride that George III., in his first
declaration to his Privy-Council, used the words " this
my native country"—a phrase " excessively grateful
to British ears." George was so anxious to end the
War that the ministry of Pitt fell and Bute succeeded
him. Maria Theresa, however, continued to oppose
any suggestion of peace.
The campaign of 1760 did not begin very well for her.
Daun, Laudon, and Lacy were quarrelling incessantly,
and as she was still consistently (and foolishly) loyal to all
of her generals, she did not deal with this situation firmly
enough. She was kind, tolerant, and grateful to them all
Laudon was defeated by Frederick's armies at the
battle of Liegnitz on August 15, though Daun's detach-
ments were so near that " he must have heard the
cannon during the battle." Soltikov, the commander of
the Russian forces which had been hurried to Laudon's
assistance, also claimed " that he heard nothing of this
battle/' On November 3, Frederick attacked Daun at
Torgau, north of Dresden, and this, too, was a defeat
for the Austrians.

